February 10, 2026

The Surrey White Rock Literacy Task Group’s bi-weekly newsletter helps you
stay in the loop on literacy news, events, and resources. Please feel free to
share this information with your colleagues and networks.

We can help you and your clients find literacy and learning programs,
services, or supports in Surrey and White Rock. Call or email and we’d be
happy to help.

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

@ Freedom to Read Week, February 22-28 2026, is an annual event that
encourages Canadians to think about and reaffirm their commitment to
intellectual freedom.

@ The City of Surrey is offering an Ancestry Library Edition webinar on
February 18 at 11:00am as part of their Focus on Seniors Webinar Series.

@ The submission deadline for the Youth Short Story Category of the 2026
Amazon Canada First Novel Award has been extended to February 22.

@ Surrey Libraries will begin accepting applications for teen reading buddy
volunteers on February 24 for the Reading Buddies program.

@ Evidence for Democracy released their report, The Misinformation
Challenge: Rebuilding Trust in a Post-Truth World, and will hold a webinar
on the topic on February 24.

@ KPU’s Employment and Community Studies (EACS) program is for
students with diverse learning needs. Students interested in applying for
Fall 2026, must attend an EACS Information Sessions in February, March
or April.

@ Options is inviting newcomers to a Lunar New Year celebration on
February 13 from 3:00pm - 5:30pm at Options Newcomers' Hub (poster
attached).

= Surrey
&—C< White Rock / D
&= Literacy Task Group February 10, 2026 SURREVWHITE ROCK


https://readsurreywhiterock.com/literacy-groups/
https://www.freedomtoread.ca/
https://www.surrey.ca/news-events/events/focus-on-seniors-webinar-series?utm_source=Seniors+Recreation+&utm_campaign=Seniors+Recreation+%7C+February+2026&utm_medium=email
https://thewalrus.ca/afna
https://surreylibraries.ca/services/kids-families/reading-buddies?ct=AAAAAhQFEQFzFAIGABEFZW1haWwGAQgBAREBZQgBARECc3QRFjY5N2VkMmY3ZWYxN2MyOTY3NTM3NjkRAWwRBjU2ODY2MhEBYxQBDgIIAQE%253D
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.HV-T5b9C6Y6Pisqo-P4Pm-Wk3mPvu3A9j90WlO-nGVxJ9gTimQbyZdoodThlyO8-g-rdnnOeSodJ6WDeZAxlnrET469ozFVDw7U-4_BPexvJ2mIquU4Bfhix-oPtHKUff92gCAsPZ7WodMPFcPkS35dAyucopZIkcqWlwU0uCraN0_X-pHabDotQ9XdOkmVTW0dWyb02m1brFiGPladFaRH4LNzaB0566oiLkU9ySh-2Y31LU4PW2CqpL7F8pzFVD2lcJkxae3Y9T_bdRVgyp1eoKG0hxoGNO4y5w2drqjiaG7cfFcQdF0CCV4crPpq429y7cuEBf4iy_kO6MO5YwkrAK83tuQ7XMedriWN4EW8a-y6Zvj2yHoXte5pRrJefV8M0AozxSTt8Or2FNadbEIm1Fxk6Qz-SI8HGZMC8KHrONZLkzy9qHYWmkdVZmJHU/4no/xyaYLfzGRiGJZ2I7CPgBLg/h0/h001.FMQyKKH8jXDuq3ccAGkuD_4H-50IE2odshNeb0sRr-M
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.HV-T5b9C6Y6Pisqo-P4Pm-Wk3mPvu3A9j90WlO-nGVxJ9gTimQbyZdoodThlyO8-g-rdnnOeSodJ6WDeZAxlnrET469ozFVDw7U-4_BPexvJ2mIquU4Bfhix-oPtHKUff92gCAsPZ7WodMPFcPkS35dAyucopZIkcqWlwU0uCraN0_X-pHabDotQ9XdOkmVTW0dWyb02m1brFiGPladFaRH4LNzaB0566oiLkU9ySh-2Y31LU4PW2CqpL7F8pzFVD2lcJkxae3Y9T_bdRVgyp1eoKG0hxoGNO4y5w2drqjiaG7cfFcQdF0CCV4crPpq429y7cuEBf4iy_kO6MO5YwkrAK83tuQ7XMedriWN4EW8a-y6Zvj2yHoXte5pRrJefV8M0AozxSTt8Or2FNadbEIm1Fxk6Qz-SI8HGZMC8KHrONZLkzy9qHYWmkdVZmJHU/4no/xyaYLfzGRiGJZ2I7CPgBLg/h0/h001.FMQyKKH8jXDuq3ccAGkuD_4H-50IE2odshNeb0sRr-M
https://evidencefordemocracy.ca/webinar-the-misinformation-challenge-how-to-rebuild-trust-in-a-post-truth-world/
https://crm-link.kpu.
https://www.kpu.ca/acp/eacs/info-sessions

RESOURCES/PRO-D/NEWS

@ Lunar New Year, Ramadan, and Lent will converge in February 2026
creating a unique period of overlapping cultural and religious
observances. The Year of the Fire Horse begins on February 17, fasting
for Ramadan and Lent begins on February 18. Kinda cool, eh?

> Resources for Lunar New Year
> What is Lent?
» Ramadan Lesson Plan

@ The Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy is accepting applications for its
2026 Grants Program, deadline is March 20.

@ The BC Scholarship Society is accepting applications for Indigenous
Student Awards until April 1.

@ The Racist Incident Helpline (1-833-457-5463) is open to students,
families or anyone experiencing racism (poster attached).

@ SyllaSense is a Canadian publisher specializing in Decodable Readers for
grades K to 2+.

@ This generator makes worksheets for counting Canadian coins and bills.

@ This forum shares ways that Apple technology can assist with literacy
needs.

@ The retired Indian factory worker who built a library of two million books

@ Decoda Literacy Solutions’ 2024-2025 Annual Report has been released.

PARONOMASTIC LITERACY

Can February March? No but April May.

This newsletter was prepared by a human.
Information provided does not necessarily constitute an endorsement.
Please contact us with any questions about the content.
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https://listn.tutela.ca/wp-content/uploads/Resources-for-Higher-Levels_Lunar-New-Year1.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z77jf4j#z6jgmbk
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/teaching-resources/teaching-secondary/lesson-plans/intermediate-b1/ramadan
http://pgfl.ca/
https://www.bcscholarshipsociety.ca/indigenous-awards/about-this-award/
https://www.bcscholarshipsociety.ca/indigenous-awards/about-this-award/
https://syllasense.com/?srsltid=AfmBOorWLc-ZuTwMDH80pm3bKcWzh63p5FHL4EAugAR0nGoFhXmvE7lE
https://www.homeschoolmath.net/worksheets/canadian-money.php
https://education.apple.com/tag/literacy
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp873z18028o
https://decoda.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024_25-DecodaAnnualReport.pdf
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LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
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COMMUNITY ACTIVITY

e Learn about Lunar New Year Traditions
e Fun Games & Handcrafting
e Snacks & Prizes

Friday, Feb 13, 2026 REGISTER NOW!

(1) 3:00 PM - 5:30 PM Q)  Erika: 604.512.9487
Options Newcomers’ Hub Hanna: 604.612.8149

1352078 AvVe =Surney,*BC @

info.ccp@options.bc.ca

@ Seats are limited; Pre-registration is required.

Y Free activity for Permanent Residents, Futided by; Einsiice pee:
Convention Refugees, Protected Persons and
Palestinian under MOME2023. I*I Immigration, Refugees Immigration, Réfugiés
and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada
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Incident
Helpline

O 1-833-457-5463

Access safe support
and resources in
over 240 languages.
Wherever you are.

RacistIncidentHelpline.ca
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