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The Surrey White Rock Literacy Task Group’s bi-weekly newsletter helps you 
stay in the loop on literacy news, events, and resources. Please feel free to 

share this information with your colleagues and networks. 
 

We can help you and your clients find literacy and learning support in Surrey 
and White Rock. Call or email and we’ll connect you to what you need. 

 

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 
 

  
    

  
 

 

   

  
 

 September 30 is National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange 
Shirt Day. 

 
 Kwantlen Polytechnic University is hosting a Community Impact Career 

Showcase on October 6 to highlight the ways students can build 
rewarding careers while contributing to their communities. 

 

 Learn about senior benefits and how to navigate the health care system 
with Seniors Advocate Dan Levit, October 8, 2pm-4pm, White Rock 

Community Centre. Free, poster attached. 
 

 Newcomers and naturalized citizens can volunteer as a Library Champion. 
Learn about library services and programs and build your communication 

skills while gaining Canadian volunteer work experience. Online Library 
Champions Information Session, October 13, 6:30pm-7:30pm. 

 
 The Partners Adult Literacy Tutoring Program is accepting new adult 

learners who want to improve their reading, writing, and math. Learn 
more in this short video.  

 

  

September 18-25 is Raise-a-Reader Week (RAR). One of Surrey and 
White Rock’s RAR initiatives is lendable StoryWalk® Kits. Borrow these

free kits for your programs or events (information attached).

Support family literacy in Surrey and White Rock by donating to RAR.
Choose RAR Lower Mainland–Surrey under *Fund to ensure funds 

come directly to our community.

https://readsurreywhiterock.com/literacy-groups/
https://decoda.ca/literacy-calendar/raise-a-reader-week/
https://vancouversun.com/news/raise-a-reader-surrey-white-rock-literacy-support-program
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/42475
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/national-day-truth-reconciliation.html
https://orangeshirtday.org/
https://orangeshirtday.org/
https://www.kpu.ca/careers/cics
https://www.kpu.ca/careers/cics
https://slbc.patronpoint.com/r/dd97b62d2916ec56808ce4aa4/AAAAAhQGEQFzFAIGABEFZW1haWwGAQgBMREBZQgBMRECc3QRFjZhYTFkNTA0MGM1MjAzMjA4NjU0ODARAWwRBjU2ODY2MhEBYxQBDgIIATERC2NvbnRhY3RIYXNoEUAzODFjZTcyMjBlNDYwYWVjNjk2M2M5YWJhZjM4OTBjMjQ0OTE3MjZjYTE5ODFkYTljZTU1NjQwYjljNTcwMmIz
https://slbc.patronpoint.com/r/dd97b62d2916ec56808ce4aa4/AAAAAhQGEQFzFAIGABEFZW1haWwGAQgBMREBZQgBMRECc3QRFjZhYTFkNTA0MGM1MjAzMjA4NjU0ODARAWwRBjU2ODY2MhEBYxQBDgIIATERC2NvbnRhY3RIYXNoEUAzODFjZTcyMjBlNDYwYWVjNjk2M2M5YWJhZjM4OTBjMjQ0OTE3MjZjYTE5ODFkYTljZTU1NjQwYjljNTcwMmIz
https://readsurreywhiterock.com/partners-programs/learners-program/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZorKX-gET38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZorKX-gET38


 

September 22, 2026 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

  

 
   

    
 

   

 
  

 
 

 
     

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

   

  
 

 

LITERACY JOKES PROVIDED BY YOU 
 

What did the thesaurus order for dessert?  
 

A synonym roll!  
 

Thank you to Big Sisters of BC Lower Mainland for the contribution! 
 
(Anyone else have trouble saying “the thesaurus” out loud?) 

 

RESOURCES/NEWS/INFORMATION

The BC Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs is sharing an information 

and resources package to help British Columbians understand the local

election process, including voter eligibility, registration requirements, key 

dates, and how to participate (attached).

The Ballot That Shouldn’t Be Skipped: Why Civic Literacy Matters on
Haida Gwaii

READ Surrey/White Rock Society is proud to support the National Alliance 

for Literacy in advocating for a Case for a National Literacy Strategy.

Government of Canada launches National AI Literacy Initiative

Government of Canada providing $2-billion funding for provinces and 

territories under Team Canada Strong which aims to recruit, train and hire
80,000 to 100,000 new Red Seal trades workers in the next five years.

Variety Schools Grants is accepting applications between October 1-31 for 

grants up to $10,000 per school, per school year, for inclusive and 
accessible upgrades.

This country is paying its people to read. Can it stop brain rot?

Canadian teens score well on OECD tests, but sharp drops in reading,

math raise concerns

Sexual health toolkit for educators - Fraser Health

https://www.haidagwaiinews.com/articles/the-ballot-that-shouldn-t-be-skipped-why-civic-literacy-matters-on-haida-gwaii-74265
https://www.haidagwaiinews.com/articles/the-ballot-that-shouldn-t-be-skipped-why-civic-literacy-matters-on-haida-gwaii-74265
https://national-literacy-alliance.my.canva.site/
https://national-literacy-alliance.my.canva.site/
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2026/09/government-of-canada-launches-national-ai-literacy-initiative.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2026/07/government-of-canada-announces-new-2-billion-funding-for-provinces-and-territories-under-team-canada-strong0.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2026/07/government-of-canada-announces-new-2-billion-funding-for-provinces-and-territories-under-team-canada-strong0.html
https://www.variety.bc.ca/support/variety-school-grants/
https://www.cnn.com/2026/09/15/asia/singapore-reading-campaign-intl-hnk-dst
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/oecd-pisa-student-test-2025-results-9.7339057
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/oecd-pisa-student-test-2025-results-9.7339057
https://fraserhealth.ca/sexualhealthtoolkit
https://www.bigsisters.bc.ca/about-big-sisters-of-bc/


 

 

BORROWING A STORYWALK® KIT 

We have StoryWalk® kits available for use by local organizations, schools, and community groups.  

StoryWalk® kits combine literacy, exercise, nature, and family bonding.  This is an innovative and delightful way 

for children — and adults! — to enjoy reading and the outdoors at the same time. Pages from a book are 

mounted on boards, which can be installed along an outdoor path. As you stroll down the trail, you're directed 

to the next page in the story.  

The kits are suitable to be placed outdoors rain or shine as all pages are laminated, placed onto plastic boards 

and stuck into the ground with metal stakes. We encourage you to use the kits creatively. They can even be 

used indoors. 

Each self-contained kit includes laminated pages, plastic boards, stakes and ties, and an activity guide all 

packed in a plastic tote. The kit is free to borrow 

Reserving a kit is simple, just let us know which one, when you would like it, for how long, and where you need 

it. Depending on location, we can arrange to have it dropped off, have you pick it up, or meet somewhere in 

the middle. Kits can be borrowed for up to 30 days, email reservation are preferred, provided the kit hasn't 

already been requested. The only thing we ask is that it gets taken down at the end of the day, wiped down if 

needed, and stored safely to prevent vandalism. 

 

 If Instead of a Person (by local author, Courtney Defriend) 

“Explores ancient Indigenous teachings about the role that our environment and 

nature play in teaching us about how to be human." 

 

 

 

What The Seal Saw (by local author, Sherry McMillan) 

“A charming book about what a seal saw on his journey through the waters. A fun 

experience for a child to see the world through the eyes of an animal.”  

  

 

 

What Matters (by Alison Hughes) 

“Sensitively explores nature's connections and traces the ripple effects of one child's 

good deed to show how we can all make a big difference.”  

Surrey 

White Rock 

Literacy Task Group 

 



 

 

The Sandwich Swap (by Kelly DiPucchio & Queen Rania of Jordan) 

“An inspiring story about celebrating similarities across cultures.”  

 

 

 

 

One Duck Stuck (by Phyllis Root) 

“A funny counting book where the duck gets its foot stuck in the muck and 

different animals try to rescue it.”  

 

 

  

Walk on the Wild Side (by Nicholas Oldland)  

“There was once a bear, a moose and a beaver who absolutely loved adventures. 

One day, all three set off to climb a mountain together.”  

 

 

 

  

The Cremation of Sam McGee (by Robert W. Service) 

“A narrative poem that tells the darkly humorous tale of a man honoring his friend's 

final wish for cremation during a harsh journey through the frozen Yukon.” 

 

 

 

CONTACT US TO BORROW A KIT 

           778. 960.7323           778. 960.7323                 famlit@readsurreywhiterock.com 



FREE REGISTRATION! LIMITED SEATING PLEASE RESERVE YOUR SPOT EARLY

NAVIGATING THE HEALTH
CARE SYSTEM

THURSDAY OCTOBER 8  2026TH

TIME: 2PM - 4PM
VENUE: WHITE ROCK RECREATION CENTRE
ADDRESS: 15154 RUSSELL AVENUE, WHITE ROCK

Join Dan Levitt as he explains how one can navigate the health care
system and avail of the numerous benefits available to seniors in BC.

Presented by: Dan Levitt - BC Seniors Advocate
Dan Levitt has tirelessly championed the rights of seniors for 30

years at the local, provincial,national and international levels.

SEMIAHMOO SENIORS NETWORK

EVENT DETAILS

EMAIL: SEMI.SENIORS@GMAIL.COM
CALL: 778-725-0711 (LEAVE A MESSAGE)
ONLINE: WWW.SEMIAHMOOSENIORS.COM

Please join the Semiahmoo Seniors Network for a fun opportunity to learn,
connect and share in a welcoming environment, with lunch included. 
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2026 General Local Elections in British Columbia 

The next general local elections will be held this year on October 17, 2026. 

Voting in general local elections is an important way for people to take part in local 
government decision-making and have a say in their communities. By sharing clear 
information about how to vote, voter eligibility, how to register to vote and voting for people 
living on reserve, we can help more people participate and have a voice in the decisions 
that affect their communities. 

Suggested Hashtags for Voting:  

#localgovernmentbc  #localelections2026 #voting #localgovernance 
#votinginlocalelections #localelectionsbc #GLE2026 #BCGLEvoter #vote 
 
Suggested Images  
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Posts for Voter Information 

Local Election 
Resources 

Mark your calendars: 
The next general local elections will be held on October 17, 
2026. 
 
Visit the B.C. government website for online guides and 
brochures, including:  

• Voter's Guide to Local Elections in B.C: 

o Chinese Simplified (PDF, 542KB) 
o Chinese Traditional (PDF, 578KB) 
o English (PDF, 185KB) 
o Farsi (PDF, 243KB) 
o French (PDF, 243KB) 
o Korean (PDF, 249KB) 
o Punjabi (PDF, 254KB) 

• Voter’s Guide for Electors Living on Reserve (PDF, 
554KB) 

• General Local Elections 101 (PDF, 484KB) 
 
For more information about general local elections, please 
visit: www.gov.bc.ca/localelections 
 

Note:  
The linked 
webpage 
(www.gov.bc.ca/lo
calelections) 
includes all local 
election related 
topics, links to 
guides and a 
Frequently Asked 
Questions 
webpage. 
 
If only able to 
share one link, 
this webpage is 
the most helpful 
to electors.  

Information 
about voter 
eligibility 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you eligible to vote in the 2026 general local elections?  
 
To qualify to vote in a general local election, you must:  

• Be 18 years of age or older when they register to 
vote or 18 years or older on general voting day 

• Be a Canadian citizen 
• Have been a resident of B. C. for at least six months 

immediately before they register to vote 
• Not be disqualified under the Local Government Act, 

or any other enactment from voting in local elections 
or be otherwise disqualified by law 

 
If you are a resident of the local government, you may vote as 
a resident elector. 
  
If you have owned property in another local government for 
at least 30 days before registering to vote, you may vote as a 
non-resident elector.  
 
For information about voter eligibility and requirements, 
please visit: 

Note:  
If you receive 
questions from 
voters living on 
reserve, more 
information is 
available here: 
https://www2.gov.
bc.ca/gov/content
/governments/loc
al-
governments/gove
rnance-
powers/general-
local-
elections/voting-
local-
elections/electors
-on-reserve 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_simplified_chinese.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_traditional_chinese.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_english.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_farsi.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_french.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_korean.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_punjabi.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voters_guide_for_electors_living_on_reserve.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voters_guide_for_electors_living_on_reserve.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general_local_elections_101.pdf
http://www.gov.bc.ca/localelections
http://www.gov.bc.ca/localelections
http://www.gov.bc.ca/localelections
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/electors-on-reserve


 

3 
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-
governments/governance-powers/general-local-
elections/voting-local-elections/voter-eligibility   
 

Frequently 
Asked 
Questions 
About 
Elections 

Not sure where or when voting opportunities are available in 
your community? Contact your local Chief Election Officer.  
A directory of all local governments is available online at 
CivicInfo BC. 
 
Questions about general local elections? Visit the B.C. 
government’s 2026 General local elections FAQs webpage: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-
governments/governance-powers/general-local-
elections/election-2026-faq-voting-day  
 

 

What Local 
Governments 
Do  

Locally elected officials are responsible for making 
decisions that directly affect the lives of British Columbians 
every day. Municipal councils and regional district boards 
set policies, pass bylaws, approve budgets, and guide long 
term planning in areas such as land use, infrastructure, and 
community services. 
 
To find out more about the different responsibilities of local 
governments, please visit:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-
governments/governance-powers/general-local-
elections/thinking-of-running/role-of-elected-officials  

 

Library 
Newsletter to 
share election 
resources 
 

The next general local elections will be held on October 17, 
2026. By participating in the voting process, you are deciding 
the people who will make strategic decisions about your 
community.  
 
If you have questions about the voting process, registering to 
vote, or voter eligibilty, please visit: 
www.gov.bc.ca/localelections  
 
You can also visit the B.C. government’s 2026 General local 
elections FAQs webpage: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-
governments/governance-powers/general-local-
elections/election-2026-faq-voting-day  
 
Or check out the following guides:  

• Voter's Guide to Local Elections in B.C: 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/voter-eligibility
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/voter-eligibility
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/voting-local-elections/voter-eligibility
https://localelections.ca/candidates/index_m.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/election-2026-faq-voting-day
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/election-2026-faq-voting-day
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/election-2026-faq-voting-day
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/thinking-of-running/role-of-elected-officials
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/thinking-of-running/role-of-elected-officials
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/thinking-of-running/role-of-elected-officials
http://www.gov.bc.ca/localelections
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/election-2026-faq-voting-day
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/election-2026-faq-voting-day
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/election-2026-faq-voting-day
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o Chinese Simplified (PDF, 542KB) 
o Chinese Traditional (PDF, 578KB) 
o English (PDF, 185KB) 
o Farsi (PDF, 243KB) 
o French (PDF, 243KB) 
o Korean (PDF, 249KB) 
o Punjabi (PDF, 254KB) 

• Voter’s Guide for Electors Living on Reserve (PDF, 
554KB) 

• General Local Elections 101 (PDF, 484KB) 
 
Please also consider contacting your local Chief Election 
Officer for answers to questions or concerns about local 
voting opportunities. A directory of local governments is 
available online at CivicInfo BC. 
 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_simplified_chinese.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_traditional_chinese.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_english.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_farsi.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_french.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_korean.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voter_guide_punjabi.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voters_guide_for_electors_living_on_reserve.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/voters_guide_for_electors_living_on_reserve.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general_local_elections_101.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.civicinfo.bc.ca%2Fdirectories&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Elliott%40gov.bc.ca%7C052bd7825bd747f40c8808ded08d018c%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C639177501184212347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b%2BwpHys7%2BGtbfDgToP33FZykBeS3d9YGW%2Fmzp30q%2BqM%3D&reserved=0

