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The Surrey White Rock Literacy Task Group’s bi-weekly newsletter helps you 
stay in the loop on literacy news, events, and resources. 

 
ITL is back from summer break with information on literacy programs, 

grants, materials, tools, training, trivia and more. Please feel free to share 
this email, or this link to current and past ITLs, with your networks. 

 
 

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 
 

• September 8 is the 60th anniversary of International Literacy Day. Surrey 
Civic Plaza and White Rock Pier will be lit in purple in honour of this day.  

 
• September is Literacy Month. This year’s theme is “Your Gift. Their Next 

Chapter.“ 
 

• September 18-25 is Raise-a-Reader Week. Support family literacy in 
Surrey and White Rock by donating to RAR and choosing RAR Lower 

Mainland–Surrey under *Fund. This directs funds to our community. 
 

• September 21 is Teen Hoppy Hour: Study with Bunnies, 4–6pm, Newton 
branch, Register: library-teens@surrey.ca / 604-598-7408 / in person. 

 
• September 19 is the South Asian Brain Health Forum at Surrey City Hall 

focusing on the impact of dementia on South Asian families. Offered in 

Punjabi and English. Free, register here, poster attached. 
 

• September 23 from 11am-12pm is the Focus on Seniors Webinar: 
Introduction to Brain Health. Presented in Punjabi. Register here 

 
• September 26 is READ’s free Multiply without Memorizing workshop at 

Guildford Library, 12pm-2pm. Poster attached.  
 

• Start2Finish is accepting registrations for their free, online BrainWorx and 
Junior Coach Leadership literacy programs for grades 1-8. Posters 

attached.  
 

• Third Age Learning at Kwantlen (TALK) Fall 2026 Course Brochure. 
 

https://readsurreywhiterock.com/literacy-groups/
https://readsurreywhiterock.com/literacy-groups/
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/literacy
https://decoda.ca/get-involved/literacy-month/
https://www.literacymonth.ca/
https://www.literacymonth.ca/
https://decoda.ca/literacy-calendar/raise-a-reader-week/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/42475
https://surreylibraries.ca/events/teen-hoppy-hour-study-bunnies?eventdate=2026-09-21%2016%3A00%3A00%20
https://slbc.patronpoint.com/r/ce428637144f6d74c4197080e/AAAAAhQGEQFzFAIGABEFZW1haWwGAQgBLBEBZQgBLBECc3QRFjZhOTY1N2ZhOWMwNWUxODI0MDYzNDURAWwRBjU2ODY2MhEBYxQBDgIIASwRC2NvbnRhY3RIYXNoEUAzODFjZTcyMjBlNDYwYWVjNjk2M2M5YWJhZjM4OTBjMjQ0OTE3MjZjYTE5ODFkYTljZTU1NjQwYjljNTcwMmIz
https://slbc.patronpoint.com/r/ce428637144f6d74c4197080e/AAAAAhQGEQFzFAIGABEFZW1haWwGAQgBLBEBZQgBLBECc3QRFjZhOTY1N2ZhOWMwNWUxODI0MDYzNDURAWwRBjU2ODY2MhEBYxQBDgIIASwRC2NvbnRhY3RIYXNoEUAzODFjZTcyMjBlNDYwYWVjNjk2M2M5YWJhZjM4OTBjMjQ0OTE3MjZjYTE5ODFkYTljZTU1NjQwYjljNTcwMmIz
https://slbc.patronpoint.com/r/044bdfc510e6d08d0ba22a41e/AAAAAhQGEQFzFAIGABEFZW1haWwGAQgBLBEBZQgBLBECc3QRFjZhOTY1N2ZhOWMwNWUxODI0MDYzNDURAWwRBjU2ODY2MhEBYxQBDgIIASwRC2NvbnRhY3RIYXNoEUAzODFjZTcyMjBlNDYwYWVjNjk2M2M5YWJhZjM4OTBjMjQ0OTE3MjZjYTE5ODFkYTljZTU1NjQwYjljNTcwMmIz
https://slbc.patronpoint.com/r/5bd55f96c7c4b82d1c1b4ac23/AAAAAhQGEQFzFAIGABEFZW1haWwGAQgBLBEBZQgBLBECc3QRFjZhOTY1N2ZhOWMwNWUxODI0MDYzNDURAWwRBjU2ODY2MhEBYxQBDgIIASwRC2NvbnRhY3RIYXNoEUAzODFjZTcyMjBlNDYwYWVjNjk2M2M5YWJhZjM4OTBjMjQ0OTE3MjZjYTE5ODFkYTljZTU1NjQwYjljNTcwMmIz
https://www.surrey.ca/news-events/events/south-asian-forum-brain-health
https://www.surrey.ca/news-events/events/focus-on-seniors-webinar-series
http://brainworx.start2finishonline.org/student/signup
https://files.constantcontact.com/d3a65ce7901/2a5350c0-78de-46a7-90cf-d84185f5528e.pdf
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RESOURCES/NEWS/INFORMATION 
 
• SD36/READ/SFU/UBC is recruiting volunteers for the after-school Racing 

Readers program. Read the role description here. Please apply here. 
 

• Surrey Libraries is recruiting teen volunteers for their Reading Buddies 
program. 

 
• 2026 is the International Volunteer Year to recognize volunteerism as a 

key driver of sustainable development. CharityVillage is hosting webinars 
on volunteerism in the Canadian nonprofit and charitable sector from 

September 14-18. Learn more and register here.  
 

• Free worksheets, teaching activities and google apps classroom activities 

for grades 1-10. 
 

• Field trip booking information for the Royal BC Museum. 
 

• Guided showroom tour booking information at The Amelia Douglas 
Institute  

 
• Literacy Is Everywhere and So Are the Possibilities. 

 
• New initiative invites mature students to the KPU classroom for 

intergenerational learning. 
 

• Surrey Homelearners Facebook group is where home learning families 
connect and share resources. 

 

• Teachers who want to start the Teaching English Language Learning 
(TELL) program this fall, can register until September 11 for the TELL 

program course Principles of Teaching English Language Learning. 
 

• The RBC Reimagine Scholarship is for ages 25+ wanting to reskill to grow 
in their current career or transition into a new field/industry with strong 

job growth prospects. Application Deadline October 8. (Source Syetsem ) 
 

 

YOUR BACK-TO-SCHOOL LITERACY LAUGH 
 

Q: Why can’t pirates learn the alphabet? 

A:  Because they keep getting lost at C. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QBiJdWscrwoTpiI4qez0rTbu7FVPxTtJ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117242398743259067318&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/UDkzNgwX4H
https://surreylibraries.ca/services/kids-families/reading-buddies
https://www.unv.org/pressrelease/un-general-assembly-proclaims-2026-international-year-volunteers-sustainable
https://resources.charityvillage.com/volunteer-week-2026/?utm_source=Dedicated_Eblast&utm_medium=Dedicated_Eblast&utm_campaign=CharityVillage_Volunteer_Week&utm_id=006442
https://worksheetplace.com/
https://worksheetplace.com/
https://rbcm.ca/field-trip-booking-information/
https://ameliadouglasinstitute.ca/connect-with-us/showroom-tour
https://ameliadouglasinstitute.ca/connect-with-us/showroom-tour
https://decoda.ca/literacy-is-everywhere-and-so-are-the-possibilities/
https://kpu-csm.symplicity.com/track/tl=B9iquQ0kXukN2Mw444IyZh73LwJlFGVI4z92gB8XIftpb2Vz7Qg3mrBjp90UwBYCnqdn5ptJMCHDZjmfnwoi_JDZ-6zo9d50kS75vpmad89uHusluQZF3uYzXE251h3afMYr-YjWpZ638gPfZBTAkK26Jalyxp7pIp6XGOPEZleCRvgTYG-EodY8lfQA4_amZK5rF0uaxqfzkJg7V1GaNWC0y5xoU6Zp0BeJWOBKLbGoiEcX7Y4YLbujW65_HUs0N0q-awxClp7UxPWrvhxpC-lrdfhAGGB6x7vQ0sT61ZU3t7Xkfq8pOFZsWBbUtKse
https://kpu-csm.symplicity.com/track/tl=B9iquQ0kXukN2Mw444IyZh73LwJlFGVI4z92gB8XIftpb2Vz7Qg3mrBjp90UwBYCnqdn5ptJMCHDZjmfnwoi_JDZ-6zo9d50kS75vpmad89uHusluQZF3uYzXE251h3afMYr-YjWpZ638gPfZBTAkK26Jalyxp7pIp6XGOPEZleCRvgTYG-EodY8lfQA4_amZK5rF0uaxqfzkJg7V1GaNWC0y5xoU6Zp0BeJWOBKLbGoiEcX7Y4YLbujW65_HUs0N0q-awxClp7UxPWrvhxpC-lrdfhAGGB6x7vQ0sT61ZU3t7Xkfq8pOFZsWBbUtKse
https://www.facebook.com/groups/257916260510064/
https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/teaching-learning-and-development/programs/teaching-english-language-learning
https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/teaching-learning-and-development/courses/principles-of-teaching-english-language-learning
https://portal.scholarshippartners.ca/welcome/RBC-Reimagine-EN
https://portal.scholarshippartners.ca/welcome/RBC-Reimagine-EN
https://portal.scholarshippartners.ca/welcome/RBC-Reimagine-EN
https://secure.campaigner.com/csb/Public/show/edhg-31t3ef--1dph6q-93obrvg2
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This free event is offered in Punjabi 
and English. Join us for an engaging 
and informative discussion on the 
impact of dementia on South Asian 
families, featuring insights from 
professionals in the field.

• Complimentary light refreshments
• Door prizes
• Resources and information booths

South Asian Forum
Brain Health 

In-person at any Surrey Parks, 
Recreation & Culture facility

Online at surrey.ca/register

By phone at 604-501-5100

REGISTER TO SECURE YOUR SPOT

For support to register please call the 
Alzheimer Society of BC and Yukon’s  
South Asian Dementia Helpline 
1-833-674-5003, Monday to Friday 
9AM to 4PM.

surrey.ca/seniors

In Partnership:

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
City Hall Centre Stage
13450 104 Avenue

9:30am – 12:00pm – Presented in Punjabi 
Registration number #00529156

1:00 – 3:30pm – Presented in English
Registration number #00528599

Free

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED



ਇਹ ਪੋ੍ਰੋ�ਗਰਾਾਮ ਪੰੰਜਾਾਬੀੀ ਅਤੇੇ ਅੰੰਗਰੇੇਜ਼ੀੀ ਵਿੱ�ੱਚ 
ਮੁੁਫਤ ਦਿੱ�ੱਤਾਾ ਜਾਂਂਦਾਾ ਹੈੈ। ਸਾਾਊਥ ਏਸ਼ੀੀਅਨ 
ਪਰਿ�ਵਾਾਰਾਂਂ 'ਤੇੇ ਡੀੀਮੈਂਂਸ਼ੀੀਆ ਦੇੇ ਪ੍ਰਰਭਾਾਵ 'ਤੇੇ ਇੱੱਕ 
ਵਧੀੀਆ ਅਤੇੇ ਜਾਾਣਕਾਾਰੀੀ ਭਰਪੂਰ ਚਰਚਾਾ 
ਲਈ ਸਾਾਡੇੇ ਨਾਾਲ ਸ਼ਾਾਮਲ ਹੋੋਵੋੋ, ਇਸ ਖੇੇਤਰ 
ਦੇੇ ਪੇੇਸ਼ੇੇਵਰਾਂਂ ਵੱੱਲਂੋਂ ਵਿ�ਸ਼ੇੇਸ਼ ਜਾਾਣਕਾਾਰੀੀ ਪ੍ਰਰਦਾਾਨ 
ਕੀੀਤੀੀ ਜਾਾਵੇੇਗੀੀ । 

•  ਮੁੁਫਤ ਲਾਾਈਟ ਰਿ�ਫਰੈੈਸ਼ਮੈਂਂਟ

•  ਡੋੋਰ ਪ੍ਰਾਾ�ਈਜ਼ (ਮੌੌਕੇੇ 'ਤੇੇ ਕਈ ਇਨਾਾਮ)
•  ਸਰੋੋਤ ਅਤੇੇ ਜਾਾਣਕਾਾਰੀੀ ਬੂੂਥ

ਸਾਾਊਥ ਏਸ਼ੀੀਅਨ ਫੋੋਰਮਸਾਾਊਥ ਏਸ਼ੀੀਅਨ ਫੋੋਰਮ
ਦਿ�ਮਾਾਗੀੀ  ਸਿ�ਹਤ 

ਕਿ�ਸੇੇ ਵੀੀ ਸਰੀੀ ਪਾਾਰਕ, ਰੀੀਕ੍ਰੀੀ�ਏਸ਼ਨ ਅਤੇੇ 
ਕਲਚਰਲ ਫੈੈਸਿ�ਲਟੀੀ 'ਤੇੇ ਆਪ ਆ ਕੇੇ 

ਆਨਲਾਾਈਨ surrey.ca/register

604-501-5100 'ਤੇੇ ਫੋੋਨ ਕਰਕੇੇ

ਆਪਣਾਾ ਸਥਾਾਨ ਸੁੁਰੱੱਖਿ�ਅਤ ਕਰਨ ਲਈ ਰਜਿ�ਸਟਰ ਕਰੋੋ

ਮੁਫ਼ਤ

surrey.ca/seniors

In Partnership:

ਪ੍ਰੀੀ� -ਰਜਿ�ਸਟ੍ਰੇੇ�ਸ਼ਨ ਦੀੀ ਲੋੋੜ ਹੈੈ

ਸ਼ਨੀੀਵਾਾਰ 19 ਸਤੰਬਰਸ਼ਨੀੀਵਾਾਰ 19 ਸਤੰਬਰ
ਸਿ�ਟੀੀ ਹਾਾਲ ਸੈਂਂਟਰ ਸਟੇੇਜ 
13450 104 Avenue

9:30am – 12:00pm – ਪੇੇਸ਼ਕਸ਼ ਪੰੰਜਾਾਬੀੀ ਵਿੱ�ੱਚਪੇੇਸ਼ਕਸ਼ ਪੰੰਜਾਾਬੀੀ ਵਿੱ�ੱਚ 
ਰਜਿ�ਸਟ੍ਰੇੇ�ਸ਼ਨ ਨੰੰਬਰ #00529156

1:00 – 3:30pm – ਪੇੇਸ਼ਕਸ਼ ਅੰੰਗਰੇੇਜ਼ੀੀ ਵਿੱ�ੱਚ ਪੇੇਸ਼ਕਸ਼ ਅੰੰਗਰੇੇਜ਼ੀੀ ਵਿੱ�ੱਚ 
ਰਜਿ�ਸਟ੍ਰੇੇ�ਸ਼ਨ ਨੰੰਬਰ #00528599
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ਰਜਿ�ਸਟ੍ਰੇੇ�ਸ਼ਨ ਲਈ ਸਹਾਾਇਤਾਾ ਵਾਾਸਤੇੇ ਕਿ�ਰਪਾਾ ਕਰਕੇੇ
ਅਲਜ਼ਾਾਈਮਰ ਸੋੋਸਾਾਇਟੀੀ ਆਫ਼ ਬੀੀ ਸੀੀ ਐਂਡਂ ਯੂੂਕੋੋਨ
ਦੀੀ ਸਾਾਊਥ ਏਸ਼ੀੀਅਨ ਡਿ�ਮੈਂਂਸ਼ੀੀਆ ਹੈੈਲਪਲਾਾਈਨ
’ਤੇੇ ਸੰੰਪਰਕ ਕਰੋੋ: 1-833-674-5003

ਸੋੋਮਵਾਾਰ ਤੋਂਂ ਸ਼ੁੱੱ� ਕਰਵਾਾਰ,
ਸਵੇੇਰੇੇ 9:00 ਵਜੇੇ ਤੋਂਂ ਸ਼ਾਾਮ 4:00 ਵਜੇੇ ਤੱੱਕ



adultlit@readsurreywhiterock.com

Adult Literacy Workshop - Free

778-919-7323  Contact us to register: 

Saturday, September 26
12pm-2pm

Guildford Library  (15105 105 Avenue)

https://abceverydaynumbers.ca/resources/
https://readsurreywhiterock.com/
mailto:adultlit@readsurreywhiterock.com


Literacy, social emotional learning,
and physical activity
Trained volunteer coaches

BRAINWORX!
S T A R T 2 F I N I S H

October to May

Twice a week

Tues., Wed., and/or Thurs.

30 minutes each session

Make friends

Win prizes

anna.giesbrecht@start2finishonline.org
647-241-6410

Virtual Programs Manager
Anna Giesbrecht,

REGISTER AT: BRAINWORX.START2FINISHONLINE.ORG

Various times available
FREE TO JOIN!

LIVE, ONLINE AFTER SCHOOL
LEARNING PROGRAM

GR. 1-6

mailto:anna.giesbrecht@start2finishonline.org
http://brainworx.start2finishonline.org/


JUNIOR COACH
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

LITERACY
LEADERSHIP

MENTORSHIP
1 HOUR, MONDAYS

AFTER SCHOOL

Meet like-minded students
Explore what it means to be a leader 
Discover new stories and how they
connect to us
Play games and stay active
Put leadership into practice!

anna.giesbrecht@start2finishonline.org
647-241-6410

Virtual Programs Manager
Anna Giesbrecht,

FREE | ONLINE
GRADES 7 & 8 | OCTOBER - MAY

REGISTER AT: BRAINWORX.START2FINISHONLINE.ORG

S T A R T 2 F I N I S H

mailto:anna.giesbrecht@start2finishonline.org
http://brainworx.start2finishonline.org/
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